ALISO
A NEW NORTHERN CALIFORNIA TRILLIUM PHILIP A. M UNZ AND ROBERT F. THORNE
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden Claremont, Califom-ia 91711
In the summers of 1967, 1968, and 1969 Frederick W . Oettinger, at that time a graduate student in botany at Claremont, botanized intensively an area covering the high lake basins in the vicinity of English Peak in the Marble Mountain Wilderness Area of the Salmon Mountains, western Siskiyou County, California. Altogether Mr. Oettinger's collections numbered about 1,500, which were taken largely between elevations of 4,500 and 7,300 ft. These plants are now being readied for ins ertion into the Botanic Garden H erbarium and duplicates will be distributed to other institutions. Among the plants to which Mr. Oettin ger gave p articular study is a Trillium of the T . ova.turn complex and for which we now propose the subspecific name oettingeri:
Caules plerumque 1-2.5 dm alti, ex rhizoma h orizontale vel su berecto; foliis rh ombicoovatis, plerurnque 4.5-8 cm longis, 3.4-5 cm latis, acutis ad breve-acuminatis, vulgo in basem petiolatam ( 1.5-5 mm ) angustatis; p eduncul o uno, e recto, 13-23( -30 ) mm longo; sepalis viridibus, anguste lanceolatis, 5-15 ( -24) mm longis; p etalis vulgo al bis, postea roseis, anguste lanceolatis, 5-23 mm Jongis, 2-3 mm latis; fil amentis 2-6 mm longis; antheris cremis, 2-7 mm longis; stylis 1-2 mm longis; bacca aliquantum 6-alata, 12-14 mm longa; seminibus brunneis, oblongo-ovoideis, ca. 2.5 mm longis.
Stems largely 1-2.5 drn high from a horizontal or suberect rootstock; leaves rhombic-ovate, mostly 4.5-8 cm long, 3-4.5 cm wide, acute to abruptly shortacuminate, mostly narrowed to a petiolate base 1.5-5 mm long; peduncle one, erect, 13-23( -30) mm long; sepals green, narrowly lanceolate, 5-15 (-24) mm lon g; petals mostly white, agin g pink or rose , narrowly lanceolate, 5-23 mm long, 2-3 mm wide; filaments 2-6 mm long; anthers cream, 2-7 mm long; styles 1-2 mm long; berry somewhat 6-winged, 12-14 mm long; seeds brown, oblong-ovoid, ca. 2.5 mm long.
I-Iolotype.-F. W. Gettinger 190 ( RSA 234,713) July 6, 1967, in moist humus and granitic soil at 5,680 ft, somewhat shaded streambank in fir-h emlock forest, near hairpin turn of Music Creek loggin g road on Statue Creek spur, T40N, RlOW, NE quarter of Sect. 23, Etna Quadrangle, Salmon Mountains, Siskiyou County, California. Isotypes will be sent to California State Univ., Humboldt, at Arcata, California; University of California at Berkeley; Gray Herbariurn ; and British Museum.
[15] This proposed subspecies differs from T. ovatum subsp. ovatum in being narrower p etaled, smaller flowered and smaller statured, in having leaves smaller and more distinctly p etioled, a shorter peduncle, and a rather compact definite range. Trillium ovaturn has considerable variability and various segregates have b een proposed, such as var. stenosepalurn R. R.
Gates ( Ann. Missouri Bot. Gard. 4: 61-63, 1917 ) . Gates based his variety on a Montana type and referred to it several collections from Idaho, Washington, Oregon and California. Most of his California plants seem to b e typical ovaturn and range as far south as Santa Cruz Mountains. Our plant is smaller flowered than that in tl1e Gates description and seems amply distinct from that. Because the T. ovatum complex is so variable and needs a more modem revision, it seems best to rank ours as a subspecies for the present.
The illustration is from a color slide made b y Mr. Gettinger. We are greatly indebted to Dr. Sherwin Carlquist for the black and white print used here.
